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GBYV laws but implementation is lacking

N As il is. there is unclear delineation of roles

between the Women's Ministry and the Com-
mission for Ger

ler Equality, for example, and
no one takes responsibility for driving the

: process.
A fast food drive-through, a young mother
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ams as she and her husbhand are assaulted
acist thugs. [n a crowded club, a deputy
ster hits a woman in front of his [riends,
taxi rank in the CBD, young women are
ed by men accusing them of being inap-
riately dressed

iese are the visible signs of South Africa’s
nt underbelly that expresses itself as

15t women - only the tip of the iceberg.
 day, behind closed doors, women [ace
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> - not just by strangers but by the men
ove.

and Gender-Based Violence in SA, is clear:
South Africa has some of the most progressive
laws and policies in the world but the problem
lies in implementation.

We have made substantial progress in put-
ting in place a legal framework to fight vio-
lence against women. Bul this progress cannot
he sustained without a full plan for implemen-
tation. Action speaks louder than words.

It is not enough to raise these ium s during
Women's Monih or during 16 Days of Activism
against Violence against Women.

We must act decisively to ensure that

mate partner violence is a significant women’s rights are upheld and women'’s dig-
problem worldwide, but the level of

ce varies greatly between settings and

it has reached epidemic proportions. It
most common form of violence against

1 globally.

cent systematic World Health Organisa-
view of data available worldwide esti-
that 30% of women over the age of 15
perienced physical or sexual violence
itimate partner at least once in their

nity maintained

We must start by ensuring we have a com-
prehensive national strategy with coordinated
implementation of budgets, programmes and
actions.

We must hold the government departments
to account so that when women report inci-
dences of violence, they are not only heard
and helieved. but charges are investigated and
action taken.

And we must ensure that survivors of vio-
lence are offered comprehensive care including
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carch showed that violence is
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