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THE RHODES SCHOLARSHIP FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA

Covering South Africa, Botswanaq, Lesotho, Malawi, Namibia and eSwatini (formerly Swaziland)

INF%ATION FOR CANDIDATES

This docume a guid lication and selection process for the Rhodes Scholarship. Please
read this cc @ to make t you are applying to the right constituency and meet all of the
eligibility criteri@. ill also find i rtant information about how to apply and what you will need
to submit an applic

This information is for candidates a to,the 2025 Rhodes Scholarship through the Southern
Africa constituency, forentr, Octobe %the University of Oxford, in the United Kingdom.

P

Key Dates

Applications Open: 07.01 ZAST, Saturday 01 June 2024
Applications Close: 23:59 SAS T, Thursaav 01 August 2024
Reference Deadline: 23:59 SAS|, Thursday 15 August 2024

Am | applying to the right con@ncy/reg

e What is a Rhodes constituency? A i
territories, regions or states, grouped t c

for more than one constituency, you should apply to th

fofmation for
Candidates and then apply as usual.

e If you have strong and demonstrable connections to two or more Rhodes Constituencies but
do not meet all of the eligibility criteria for any of them, you may be eligible to apply for inter-
jurisdictional consideration. Please visit the ‘Applying for Inter-Jurisdictional Consideration’
page for more details about this as you will need to follow a slightly different process. Please
note that while some eligibility criteria are waived for inter-jurisdictional candidates, this does
not include the age or academic achievement criteria.

e eligibility criteria
ne to which%ou he greatest
connection. Once you have chosen your constituency you should read the

e If you cannot see your country or region listed in the list of Rhodes constituencies (see list here)
and you are not eligible to apply for inter-jurisdictional consideration, you may be able to apply
for a Global Scholarship. Please visit our website to check if you meet the Global eligibility
criteria.
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Choosing which region to apply to:
Scholarships in Southern Africa are distributed as follows:

a. South Africa-at-Large Scholarships: You should apply to the Regional Selection Committee in
whose area you permanently live or in which you have received, or are currently receiving, any
considerable part of your education. All successful candidates from Regional Selection
Committees (except for KwaZulu-Natal as explained below), are sent to the South Africa-at-
Large Selection Committee, for the final round of interviews. The South Africa-at-Large
Selection Committee may select eight Rhodes Scholars.

There are four regionalSelection Committees, namely:

i. Eastern'Cape and FreefState;

ii. KwaZulu-Natal;

iii. Gautéeng; Limpopo, Mpumalanga and North-West; and
iv. Western Cape and Northern Cape

b. KwaZulu-Natal“Scholdrship: You /may .apply for the KwaZulu-Natal Scholarship if you live
permanently or hayve received, or are recéiving, a considerable part of your education in
KwaZuluéNatal (KZN)*The KZN Selection.«Cammittee may select one successful candidate each
year, and can‘also send‘eandidates to the South"Africa-at-Large Selection Committee.

c. Botswanaq, Lesotho, Malawi, Namibigrand eSwatini (formerly Swaziland) Scholarship (BLMNS):
You may applyte the/BLMNS Selection Committee if you fulfil the citizenship or legal residence
requirement in one of the'mentioned countries. The BLMNS,Selection Committee may select
one candidate each year.

NOTE: You may apply to only one region.

IMPORTANT NOTE REGARDING THE SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS IN 2025,-

Kindly note that the School Scholarships have been'suspended and will not bé awarded for 2025 and
until further notice. Please be assured that, as ever, gpplicants who'would ordinarily be gligible to apply
for a Rhodes Scholarship through their school can also apply for a Rhodes Seholarship via/the regional
committees of South Africa-at-Large, the KZN Regional’'Commiittee or'the: BLMNS Commiittée (subject
to meeting the relevant eligibility criteria for those regions). Therefore, candidates who want to apply
for a Rhodes Scholarship for 2025 should select the apprepriaté region from thosesnoted above and
proceed with their online application as usual.

Eligibility Criteria

e Nationality/citizenship: You must be a citizen or legal permanent resident of South Africa,
Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Namibia or eSwatini. Applications from refugees/asylum seekers
in South Africa will also be considered in this constituency.

e Residency: You must have been resident in South Africa, Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Namibia
or eSwatini for at least five of the last ten years.
e Age:

(i) Upon entry to Oxford on 01 October 2025, you must be at least 19 years old and not have
passed your 25th birthday (which means you must have been born after 01 October 2000 and
on or before 01 October 2006).
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(ii) For older candidates who will have passed their 25th birthday on 01 October 2025, and
completed their first undergraduate degree later than usual:

e Candidates must have completed their first undergraduate degree within the last 2
years, i.e. after 1 October 2023*; and

e may not have passed their 28th birthday on 01 October 2025 (which means they must
have been born after 01 October 1997).

(iii) For candidates who are MBBCh or an MBChB graduates, and required to complete their
compulsory internship and/or community service:

®,. Candidates miay not have passed their 28th birthday on 01 October 2025 (which means
they must hiave been born after 01 October 1997).

¢ /" Candidatessshould ‘apply either during their second year of internship, or during their
community serviceyear, provided that they meet the age requirement above.

o Candidates that can apply in their community service year (without breaching the age
requirement in above) are encouraged to do so.

NOTE: For.candidates that'have te or choose to apply in their second year of internship,
the Rhodes,Schiolarship NationalSeeretariat will endeavour, as it has done in past years,
to reach agreemeéntwith the¢National, Department of Health to allow those medical
doctors) awarded, the/Rhodes Scholarship to complete their community service year
requirement by September, in the year after they apply, and before going to Oxford in
Octobgr 2025. While the/Secretariat will strive to reach such dispensations, the granting
of such,cannots#be guaranteed:.

(iv) Other health sciencesygraduates jin order to complete®any compulsory internship and/or
community service:

e Candidates whothave lcompletedathe necessary health seiences degrees for admission
to, and intend to ‘be jadmitted to dny regdistered health, profession that requires the
completion of any compulsorylinternship and/orcommunity sefvice, should write to the
Rhodes Scholarship Nationdl, Secretariat to seek exemption to, allow them to apply in
their internship or community service,year, providéd that theywill not have passed their
28th birthday on 01 October 2025, (which me@ns they_must havegbeen born after 01
October 1997), and if:

e they cannot be accommodated under part iii above; and

e they are in a similar position to medical students given that, evémnif there are no delays
or breaks in or between the completion of theircompulsory university studies, internship
and/or community service, they would not be dble torbe accemmodated either under
the general age limit or part ii above.

* A university's policy determines the date of completion of academic requifeméntfora degree
and this may be different from when a degree is considered awarded by the university or the
date of a graduation ceremony. In ambiguous cases, the decision of the National Secretary is
final.

¢ Academic achievement: You must have completed an undergraduate degree (usually a
Bachelor's) by July 2025, and you must have an academic background and grade that - at a
minimum - meets or exceeds the specific entry requirements of your chosen course at the
University of Oxford.Candidates will have a higher chance of successful admission to Oxford if
they have:

o A First Class Honours Degree or equivalent, or,

o A GPA of 3.70/4.0 or higher, or,
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o an Honours degree (or have taken an Honours year) from a University outside of your
country OR if you have studied to Masters level within your country (with the exception
of those studying in South Africa and Namibia, and for some countries, those studying
medicine). Candidates may wish to consider applying to the Rhodes Trust's sister
Foundation, The Mandela Rhodes Foundation (https://mandelarhodes.org/), to pursue
an Honour's year or a Master's degree prior to making an application for the Rhodes
Scholarship.

Please contact the National Secretary if you require further advice about academic
requirements of the Scholarship.

LINKS AND TIFS

To make sure you are as prepcred as possible to start your application, you should read the
information oin the Scholarships tab on the Rhodes House website, the Conditions of Tenure

document, and the University of Oxford's graduate admissions pages.
Useful Links:

An A-Z list of the gracluote courses_at Oxford University

An introduction to tne types of graduciic degrees offered by Oxford University
The Phodes House Wabsite

ou through the application process
Courses covered by the Rhodes Schnlarship {Conditions of Tenure document)
Privacy Policy aricl Data protecticn statement
The University of Oxiord's English langueae proficieney cLidance
University of Oxford Graduate Admissions

How to Apply
To apply for the Rhodes Scholarship, you ml@plete a
23:59 SAST, 01 August 2024.

There is no application fee for submission of the Rhodes
must submit your application online. We cannot accept m

You should apply for the Rhodes Scholarship before “applying for your proposed course at the
University of Oxford. Candidates selected for the Rhodes Se rship are t uired to apply for
their chosen course via the University of Oxford's graduate application form ‘with stipport from the
team at Rhodes House. /0

If unsuccessful in your first application to the Rhodes Scholarships, you may subsequen&ply only
once more (and this must be in the same constituency), subject to meeting the eligibility criteria.

The Rhodes application form requires you to provide:

e Your personal details, such as contact information
e Evidence that you meet the eligibility criteria
e Your education history including your full university transcripts (to date)
e The course(s) you would like to study at the University of Oxford
e A CV (atemplate is provided here which you should download and fill out)
e An Academic Statement
e A Personal Statement
e A total of four referees
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You can find more details about these requirements and the documents you will need below.

Please also note - before starting an online Rhodes Scholarship application you should be aware of
the Rhodes Trust data protection policy for applications.

Key Documents:

You will need to upload copies of the following documents. Please note that all documents must be
submitted in English. If your official documents, such as your birth certificate, passport or transcript are
not in English you must alsompload English translations. Please note that you may be asked to provide
the original decuments at’a later date.

e A copy of your birth certificate.

¢ A copyof gvalid passport oglD document. For those candidates not born in one of the countries
listed at‘the/top of pagefone, please also supply additional materials necessary to validate
citizenship, legal permanentfesidency, or refugee status.

e An official academic transcript from theuniversity at which you are studying, or have studied,
showing grades achieved (to date).

e Copies of your degree cettificates.
e A copy ofweur'scheol leaving certificate.

e If English is not your first language, please dlso see//Oxford University's English language
requirements to find/out_if you will need to provide gvidence of your English language skills
when applying to Oxférd.

e You will need to complete thie curriculumyitae/{CV) template PDEavailable to download here)
and upload it into your application form. Thie template coversithe following areas:

Academic awards, prizes and scholarships
Leadership roles and experience
Volunteering and/or community involvement
Publications and presentations

Skills, hobbies and extra-curricular activities

O O O O O

The template will provide you with further guidang¢e about what to include, and while'you should
include as much information as possible (within the limitsdf the form),'we understand that not
all applicants will have experience across all of these aregs.

Your completed template must not exceed two A4 (12pt font size) pagessin length. Please
do not include a photograph.

The details included in the CV template should be wholly accurate and a fair representation of
your achievements. You should anticipate that details will be checked for embellishments and
inaccuracies. Material misrepresentation will result in disqualification of an application or,
where appropriate, the rescinding of a scholarship. Examples of misrepresentation include
exaggeration of roles/accomplishments/participation/biography; embellished publication lists;
inflation of GPA/grades.

e A head-and-shoulders colour photograph (jpg format). Please note your photo will not be
available to the selection committee until after final shortlisting decisions have been made. If
you are selected, this photograph will be used on the Rhodes webpage unless or until you
provide another version.
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e Please do not upload documents, certificates, testimonials or links/URLs other than those
required.

Support with your application and generative Al: Important guidance

This year the Rhodes Trust has issued new guidance covering the types of assistance you may receive
when putting together your personal and academic statements for the scholarship. Please ensure you
read this guidance, available here, before completing your application.

Personal Statement:
You will alsoyneed to provide a personal statement of no more than 1000 words.
The personalstatement'is your chance to tell your story in your own voice: Who are you?

Your academic transcript and academic statement of study, your CV, and your reference letters will
provide the substantive detail of your,commitments and accomplishments, whereas the personal
statement gives‘you thie opportunity tomake an authentic statement of who you are.

Prompts

In your personal statement of up/to 1000 words, we_ ask you to address each of the following prompts
by weaving themginto the narrativetof yourfstatement (the word allocation across the three is up to
you):

1. Tell us how'you overcame @ challenge in yodr life) Which Rhodes Scholar character qualities
did you drawifrom? What did"you learn, from theéxperience?

2. What would yodlikeé to learn fromy and contribute to the Rhodes community in Oxford?

3. From your place in thesworld, howawill yotruse your energy and talents to address humanity's
pressing challenges?

Every statement is individual; there is ne’single, “right’, model. Fonoverd20years personal statements
have been diverse and ever-changing.sSelectors are_ looking for @n original portrait of you as a
candidate for the Rhodes Scholarship.

Guidance

The Rhodes selection criteria are powerful and have remained largely unchangéd over the past 100
years, having been drawn directly from the founder/s Will.

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
specific academic requirements can be found under ‘Eligibility Criteria’ above.

ENERGY TO USE YOUR TALENTS TO THE FULL
as demonstrated by success in areas such as sports, music, debate, dance,
theatre, and artistic pursuits, including where teamwork is involved.

TRUTH, COURAGE, DEVOTION TO DUTY,
sympathy for and protection of the weak, kindliness, unselfishness and
fellowship.

MORAL FORCE OF CHARACTER
and instincts to lead, and to take an interest in your fellow human beings.

€000

RHODES TRUST STANDING UP FOR THE WORLD Page | 6
Registered Charity Nos. 232492, 232492-1, 232492-2


https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/files/candidate-guidance-genai-and-support-with-applications/

9 RHODES
R‘ SCHOLARSHIP SOUTHERN AFRICA

In your personal statement we are asking you to reflect on your experiences, influences and intentions
through the lens of the Rhodes Scholar qualities outlined in the three criteria: “Energy to use one’s
talents to the full'; "Truth, courage, devotion to duty, sympathy for and protection of the weak,
kindliness, unselfishness and fellowship"; " Moral force of character and instincts to lead, and to take an
interest in one’s fellow human beings'. (Note that the fourth selection criterion of “Literary and
scholastic attainments (academic excellence)' are evidenced in your transcript, academic statement
of study and academic reference letters.)

The three prompts are set within the Rhodes leadership development framework that informs the
Scholar Programme at Rhodes House in Oxford. They ask you to consider your candidacy for and the
opportunity of the Scholarship within three interrelated spheres in your own voice: ‘self, others, and
world":

1st “self": Tellis how youovercame a challenge in your life. Which Rhodes Scholar character qualities
did you draw from? What didhyou)learn from the experience? - engage us on which of the Rhodes
selection criterid you best exemplify;we want to hear about your core values and what inspires you.

2nd “others": What would you likéito learn from and contribute to the Rhodes community in Oxforad? —
share with us whattyou waént to learn from and contribute to the Rhodes community, and how you
hope to grow as a persen.and support the/growth of others while at Oxford. We do not expect you to
be the ‘finished product’wemant to hearthowsyolrintend to evolve.

3rd "world": From yeur plaece”in the world, how' willN\you use your energies and talents to address
humanity’s pressing ‘challengés? — make this ‘personali\not generic. We anticipate your particular
reflections on what js"missing in"society and the*world today. Considering the complexities of the
challenges that we are facing as humianity,.we are seeking in Rhodes Scholars people who aspire to
and will take action. Tellfusgvhat you imagine might be your way of making a contribution.

You can find further guidance”on the persenalfstatement onsthe ‘Application Overview' page of our
website.

Choosing your course:

The Rhodes Scholarships cover at least two years of study.at_the University ‘of .Oxford and in the
application form, you will need to choose a c@urse, or a combination ofscourses_that covers this
period.

You should use the University of Oxford's website to find out about thedifferent course options, their
content and their entry requirements; a good startingspoint is, the A-Z listvof graduate coufses. Make
sure that you research your planned course thoroughly.

The Rhodes Scholarship covers most full-time graduate courses#Howeveryau, should check our
Conditions of Tenure to find out more about the course combindtions we cover, any exeeptions and
information about additional discretionary funding if your chosen course is longer than'twe years, that
is if you wish to apply for a DPhil (PhD).

You should also propose a second alternative course of study. Admission to Oxford is extremely
competitive and we ask all Scholars-elect to make a primary and a secondary application. Please
check the entry requirements for each course carefully and ensure that you are well qualified for entry.
We advise you to give serious and careful thought to your choice of course now. If you are successful
in your application for the Scholarship, you will need to make a full application to Oxford very soon
afterwards.

Second BA:
In addition to the graduate courses listed on Oxford's website, you can also choose to apply to study
for a second undergraduate degree over two years. This is known as a Second BA with Senior Status.
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Senior Status is the only basis on which a Rhodes Scholar can study for a second undergraduate
degree. You can read Oxford's page about second undergraduate degrees for more information.

For most courses, you apply to Oxford University separately after the selection process for the Rhodes
Scholarship is complete, however if you intend to study for a Second BA the process is slightly different.
There is a very short window in which to apply for a Second BA, should you be selected for the Rhodes
Scholarship. Rhodes applicants apply using a tailored form, which you will normally be expected to
return to the Registrar by 12 noon GMT on the first Friday in December. Candidates who are firm in
their choice of a second BA may wish to maximise their admission chances by applying directly via
UCAS. If you miss both the UCAS and the Rhodes deadline for the second BA application, your chances
of admission are limited. Any Scholar Elect applying for a Second BA will be expected to submit at
least onefapplication for as/graduate degree.

AcademicsStatementiof Study:
You will need, toswritenxan academie statement of no more than 350 words.

The reason we @sk for'an academic statement is that entry to the University of Oxford is becoming
ever more competitive andmshouldyou besselected for a Rhodes Scholarship, you will have to submit
your application to Oxford within a véry short timeframe. Researching and writing this statement will
help you prepare for that. RiWodes selectors will use the statement to assess whether you will thrive
academically in one of the most'cempetitivesdgraduate environments in the world.

The academic statement of study*should, in a factual and concise manner:

i. Tell us your reasons for wishing to studyfat the University of Oxford, what your chosen
course(s) of study iss(are), dnd howthis fits inte”your mcademic trajectory. Furthermore, you
may wish to expldin how you hapetolbe stretched academically at the University of Oxford,
and any academi¢ support you imagin€might be helpful.

i. Demonstrate that you.dredble to, atia minimum meetor exceed the specific entry and other
academic requirementsfof thescourse(s) you,have chosen. Tell us,how you are prepared for
the course(s) academically @ndsotherwise.

It is very important that you have, a'firm idea of which courses are viable for you to study at
the University of Oxford (if you ar€ listing.a one-yeaf course, please give dn indication of your
intentions for the second year).

iii. If you wish to undertake a DPhil, provide asbrief,outlines®fiyour proposed resgareh area, how
it contributes to your future career plans,land list both the Department in which you,propose
to undertake your research and one or morefresearechers with whem you would like to work
in Oxford.

It is a good idea to discuss your proposed course of study and/your academic statement with your
academic mentors and/or professors or lecturers in the subject area, and, if possible] with someone
who has knowledge of UK universities.

Additional sources of information are available online at www.ox.ac.uk/admissionsgas, well as on
individual faculty/departmental websites. If you are selected for the Scholarship, you will have the
opportunity to revisit your course choice.

DPhil or MSc by research candidates: a number of Oxford departments recommend that applicants
make contact with potential research supervisor(s) before submitting an application to Oxford. Advice
on contacting potential supervisors in advance of your application is course-specific and you should
follow the guidance found on the individual prospectus pages, most often on the How to Apply tab.

Master's candidates: please note that Oxford faculty members are not able to correspond with
applicants, unless explicitly stated on the course page.
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References:

You will need to provide a list of four people (your referees) who are willing to submit references on
your behalf. Please make sure that you ask their permission before listing them as referees.

Academic Referees: Three of your referees should be academics who have formally taught
and graded you in your undergraduate (or, if relevant, postgraduate) studies and who can
comment in detail on your academic ability and how well they think you would fare at Oxford.
In addition to uploading a reference, your academic referees will be asked a small number of
additional questions, including a request to provide an estimated class ranking. Please note:
for successful Rhodes Scholarship applicants, these references can later be used to form part
of/the application to study at the University of Oxford, so it is important that you and your
referees bear this'in mind.

NOTE: A high school teacher or school principal does not qualify as an academic referee.

Character/Referee: You will also need one character referee who should write about your
character andsinvolvement in extra-curricular, service or leadership activities. The character
referee should be able to comment critically on whether you fulfil the extra-curricular, non-
academic requirements of the Schelarship and who can speak in detail to your character.

You should forwardthe Guidance forsReferees to your referees. This includes key instructions
for your referees on what they will need to'write about in their letter.

Once your referees havetagréed to provide a réeference for you, you will need to register their
names and email addresses.in/the application form. They will then receive an automatically-
generated email request for a reference. This ‘e@mail will include a link to our reference form
where they will alsé be asked to provide their contact details for verification purposes and be
able to upload or typ€ in their letter of refetence which will'remain confidential. Please note
that your referees may be contacted faor furthepinformation:

You should ensure that you register your réferees within the @pplication form early, to allow
them sufficient time to provide & detailed refefence letter. It is yoursresponsibility to ensure
that referees submit their references online before 23:59 SASTy15,August 2024. You can
track the progress of their refereneés within, the appliéation form.

Remember, a good referee is someoneywho knoews you'well; rather than ‘@ well-known person
who only knows you superficially. Please note that Rhodes) Scholarship reféreés should not
normally be personal friends, peers or relatives, of have,any othér cenflict of intérest. If a referee
fits into one of these categories, they should make the gonnection cledr within the‘reference.

You should choose reliable people who are likely™to réspond to yeur request for a detailed
reference, as their letters will be crucial to your application. If you do not*have the minimum
number of required references, your application may‘not be consideredsbysthe Selection
Committee.

Selection Process

Once the application deadline has passed, all submitted applications will be considered as part of our
selection process. This varies slightly according to which constituency you are applying in but below
are the key stages:

Your application will be checked for eligibility and completeness before being reviewed by our
Selection Committee(s).This assessment determines if your application will proceed to the next
stage.

In all constituencies the final stage of selection is a social engagement and final interview.
Candidates selected as finalists must be available to attend both, in person, as no
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accommodations can be made on date and time, or mode, of these events. Interviews will be
held in the region to which you have applied. All interviews will take place between 01
September and 15 November 2024. The Regional Selection Committees meet in September and
October. The South Africa-at-Large/national selections are held in November. No candidate
will be selected without an interview. Reasonable travel expenses to the designated Selection
Committee for the purposes of interviews will be paid. The Trust will not be responsible for the
cost of overseas travel. Accommodation within South Africa will be provided, where necessary.

e All applicants will be emailed with the outcome of their application. We regret that we are
unable to provide feedback to applicants or finalists who are unsuccessful in their applications.
ThesSelection Committees' decisions are final.

SelectionfConditions

e Selection fonthe'Rhodes Scholarship is made without regard to financial means.

e Selection for the Rhedes Scholarship is made without regard to marital status, race, ethnic
origin, colour, gender,religion, Sexual orientation, social background, disability, caste or other
irrelevant distinction. JiheYprovision of such,information in the 'Equity and Inclusion’ section of
the application form(is optienal, but helps usfte ensure that our selection processes are fair and
that our eutreach efforts are effective. Thietinformation you provide will not form part of your
application and_is only shared’with thosetinvolyediin selection in an anonymized format after
scholarships have been awarded. If you disclgse a disability and/or request additional support
at interview stage, younanswers for this'section'mdy be shared with the National Secretary, who
may contact you tofdiscuss and confirm your requested arrangements for support or suitable
alternatives during thesselection processfAny, requests.madetwill not affect shortlisting, or the
progress of your application,4n any way. If your application istsuccessful and you become a
Rhodes Scholar, this infermation will be“sharéd with our'student support team, who will help
support you during your time jat*Oxford.

e Applications submitted for the Rhedes Scholarship in 2024 arelfor entry to the University of
Oxford in October 2025; the schelarship_cannotibesbreught forward orgdeferred to a later
academic year.

¢ No selection will be made if a sufficientlyagqualified, candidate,cannot be found.
e The decision of the Selection Committee is final.
e The Rhodes Scholarship is confirmed only upon successful admission tothejUniversity of Oxford.

¢ The Rhodes Trust may contact you some time after the submission deadlineto ask for feedback
on the application process and any interactions you have had with the Rhodes/Trust staff and
volunteers.

Post-Selection

If you are selected for the Rhodes Scholarship you will need to apply to the University of Oxford very
soon after selection and the team at Rhodes House will be on hand to support you with the application
process. We advise you to prepare as much as possible in advance for your application to Oxford.
Rhodes House has access to your entire Rhodes Scholarship application, and your references may be
re-used, if appropriate, to support your application to the University of Oxford.

Full details will be given to you upon selection, however candidates who intend to apply for courses in
the Medical Sciences or research degrees in Computer Science and/or Engineering should note that
the graduate application deadline is now 3rd December 2024. You are advised to check the course
page of your preferred course(s) carefully and to note the deadline well in advance.
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Need to get in touch?

National Secretary:
Mr Ndumiso Luthuli
Email: southernafrica.secretary@rhodestrust.com

Deputy National Secretaries
Mr Nick Ferreira, Ms Trudi Makhaya and Professor Malebogo Ngoepe

Regional Manager

Ms Beveriey Johnson

P O Box 41468, Craighali 2024 Johannesburg
Email: beverley.johnson@rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk
Tel: +27 (0) 74 054-4300

Regional Selection Commiitee Secretaries
Western Cape and Northern Cape

Dr Salih Solomon or Ms Janet Jobson (Beputy)
Email: southernafrica.secretary@rhodestrust.com

Gauteng, Limpopo, Mpumalanga and North-West
Ms Lusanda Juda-Kgakololo
Email: southernafrica.secretary@rhodestrust.com

KwaZulu-Natal
Mr Mbongeni Ndlovu
Email: southernafrica.secretary@rhodestrust.com

Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Namibia and eSwatini (BLMNS)
Justice Omphemetse Mooki
Email: southernafrica.secretary@rhodestrust.com

Eastern Cape and Free State
Mr Chris McConnachie
Email: southernafrica.secretary@rhodestrust.com

If you have any further questions, which aren't answered in this document or on our website please
do get in touch at scholarship.queries@rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk.

For further information about the Rhodes Scholarship, see www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/scholarships/the-

rhodes-scholarship/

The Rhodes Trust reserves the right to vary these conditions at any time without notice.
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THE RHODES SCHOLARSHIP FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA: 2025

Covering South Africa, Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Namibia and eSwatini (formerly Swaziland)

GUIDANCE FOR REFEREES
References must be written in English and must be uploaded before 23:59 SAST, 15 August 2024.

Thank you for your willingness to serve as a referee for an applicant for the Rhodes Scholarship. References form
a crucial part of the selection process, and your reference could make the difference to an applicant's success. The
following notes are intended to serve as a guide as you write your reference.

Background/lnformation

The Rhodes Schelarship programme is the oldest (established 1903), and perhaps the most prestigious,
international scholarship in the'world. Administered by the Rhodes Trust in Oxford, the programme offers over 100
fully-funded Scholarshipsieach yéar fer'pastgraduate study at the University of Oxford in the United Kingdom -
one of the world's ledding juniversities.sRhodes Scholarships are for young leaders of outstanding intellect and
character who are motiyated to engage with global challenges and are committed to the service of others. They
show promise of becoming valtie-driven, principled leaders for the world's future, wherever their careers might
take them, and in any field,

¢ Academic excellence: the University of Oxford i§ ene of the most competitive graduate environments in
the world and applicants must meet or exceed'the entry requirements of their chosen course. (candidates
will have a greater chance ofisuccéssful admission if they have a First Class Honours or GPA of 3.70/4.00
or higher, or equiyalent).

¢ Energy to use their talents'to the full (asidemonstrated by success in areas such as sports, music, debate,
dance, theatre, and artistic pursuits, including where teamwgork issdinvolved).

e The Virtues: truth, courage, déevotion to duty, sympathy for 4nd“protection of the weak, kindliness,
unselfishness and fellowship:

¢ Moral force of character and instincts,to lead, ‘and toftake an interestiin their fellow human beings.

For further details, see: www.rhodeshouse.oxiaciuk/scholarships/thesrhodes-scholarship/

Writing Your Letter of Recommendation

We would be grateful if you would provide a frank and‘cgnhfidential letterregarding the ‘applicant's qualifications
and suitability for the Rhodes Scholarship. You should consider the below points when writingour letter:

e The Selection Committee will have a copy of the applic@nt’s university @cademic transcript,/curriculum vitae,
and their academic and personal statements. We would welcome any observations you have which would
enhance the Committee's understanding of these documentst

e A brief introduction of yourself would be helpful, including any connéctions that you have with the Rhodes
Trust, Rhodes Scholars and the University of Oxford (such connegctions are certainly net'necessary).

e  Where you are able, you should comment on how the applicant demonstrates the four sélection criteria
outlined above. While proven academic excellence is the first quality listed, the othér cfiteria)are equally
important.

e It is not expected that you will be able to speak from first-hand knowledge of all of the applicant's
qualifications.

o Please speak of the applicant's limitations as well as strong points. We do not expect applicants to be the
‘finished product’ and we are interested to learn how they intend to evolve. Committees tend naturally to be
dubious of hyperbole and appraisals that imply a given individual has no limitations. Your reply will, of
course, be treated as strictly confidential by the Selection Committee.

¢ References must be written in English and your comments should not exceed two A4 or letter size pages
(minimum 10 point type).

Applicants for the Rhodes Scholarships are asked to seek both character and academic references. The reference
form will clarify which type of reference you have been asked to submit.
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Academic referees

If you are primarily acquainted with the candidate through a teacher/student relationship, it is expected that your
reference will concentrate primarily on academic quality and potential, although your assessment of other
qualities will be welcomed. A Rhodes Scholar will undertake postgraduate study at Oxford, a taught or research
degree, or a second undergraduate degree with senior status (over two years). In all cases, entry to Oxford is very
competitive and so please consider whether the applicant is prepared for their chosen course of study at one of
the most competitive graduate environments in the world.

Academic referees should note that, in the case of a successful applicant, your letter will be used by Oxford
departments and colleges for determining the applicant's academic case for admission to postgraduate
study. Conseguently, a detailed assessment of the candidate's academic qualifications and suitability to
undertake Mastet's / doctoraldevel study at Oxford will be very important. You are specifically asked to comment
on:
a) The applicant's relativesacademic standing in comparison with other students on the same course at the
same institution#,e.g. top 1%3%,45%, 10%, 25%?
b) How many stddents are in the dpplicant's year group on their programme of study, i.e. with how many
students are'you cémparing the applicant?
c) On what basis are you making the"assessment - personal assessment/official class rank?

It can also be useful for Oxford application purposes féracademic referees to comment on candidates' motivation,
their ability to work in_a group enyirenment, and, forsthose considering research degrees, their aptitude for
sustained individuald@and self-motivated investigation,

Character referees

If you are better acquaintedéwith the applicant through non-academic interests, it is expected that you will
concentrate on assessment offcharacter and{non-dcademic qualities, in the knowledge that the Committee is
looking for scholars who show premise of outstandifig achievement®in |ater life. With reference to the selection
criteria above, please pay particular attention to the following:

e energy to use their talents to thesfull;

e truth, courage, devotion to duty, sympathy for and pretection of thé weak, kindliness, unselfishness and

fellowship;
¢ moral force of character and instincts'to lead

Submitting Your Letter of Recommendation

e  When an applicant has registered your detailsiin'thé applicationform, you will receive@nauto-generated
email, which will contain instructions on submitting your letter of recommendation. The email will include a
link to the online reference form where you will be“ablée te"tipload your reference lettér. Thesdform will also
include questions requesting basic information about yourself and your relatiofiship to the @pplicant.

o All letters of recommendation should be addressed to the,Rhodes Scholarship Selection Committee.

e The Selection Committee asks that your letter of recommendation be onsheaded paper, signed, and
uploaded in pdf format. If you are unable to access an official/institutionaldetterhead we can, on an
exceptional basis, accept references on a personal letterhead that clearly states yourfinstitutional affiliation
and provides official contact information including an email address and phone numiser.,

o All letters of reference should be submitted via the online reference form. Please ensure that you press
submit once you have completed the form.

Once you submit the reference form, both you and the applicant will receive an automated email to confirm
receipt; the applicant will not be able to see the submitted reference, which will remain confidential. Please note
that during the selection process you may be contacted for further information.

Please note that Rhodes Scholarship referees should not normally be personal friends, peers or relatives, or
have any other conflict of interest. If a referee fits into one of these categories, they should make the
connection clear within the reference.

References must be written in English and must be uploaded before 23:59 SAST, 15 August 2024. If you require
any further support with submitting your reference please email: scholarship.queries@rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk
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